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n ATTEMPT to prove, That Saving 
Faith is more than a bare 2008 to 


Goſpel Truth. 
In a Letter to a Friend, Ec. 


0 


Dear Sir, 


AM ſotry to hear, That Mr. $ 's Notions are ad- 
vanced at I/————; and at N „by Mr. N 
—] think, Sir, Mr. N 'S Leners, which you ſent 
or my Peruſal, are far from anſwering your Arguments. 

t don't appear that He has an Experience of what ſaving. 
aith is: in that He ſays, It is only an Aﬀent to the Truth.“ 
Aſſent to the Truth, is an Act of the Undetſtanding only, 
pon hearing the Report of it. Whereas Saving Faith, is 

delieving with all the Heart. As Philip ſaid to the Eunach : 

© If thou believeſt with al/ thine Heart.“ That is, with 41 
be Powers of the Soul, There is a natural Power of credit- 
g, or believing any Report, that is well atieſted, in all Men. 
\nd there is a natural Power of crediting the Goſpel Report, * 
F T hat Chriſt Jeſus came into the World to fave Sinners: ? 
all Men under the Goſpel Diſpenſation. And Thouſands 
lieve this, by a bare Aſſent of the natural Underſtanding, 
it is a Propoſition: and yet are utterly deſtitute of ſaving 
aith. Vea, „The Devils believe it; and tremble.”*'—Bur 
ere muſt be a fupernatura] Power given, , unto every one 

at believes this Propofition, in its ſupernatural Defign, unto. 

L Eernal Salvation, And that i is, 2 ſupernatural Principle of 
Bving Faith, wrought by the regenerating Work of the Holy 

ghoſt in the Heart. For to all natural Men, notwithſtanding 

eir natural Aſſent to the Goſpel Propoſition, the ſuperna- 
ral Glory of it, is Hidden. We know, (faith the Apoſtle 

9%n) that the Son of God i is come, and hath given us an Under- 
N "0 FR 


 flanding, that we may #now Him that is true.” That is, not 


Face of Jeſus Chriſi.—Now all natural Men are Darkne/s - 
and ſee nothing of the Glory of the Truth, as it is in Jesus : i 
notwithſtanding their natural Aſſent to it, according to their 


Glory, as the only, and all -ſufficient Saviour; but ſtill think, 
they muſt do ſomewhat themſelves, to make them acceptable: 


Man, who is made Light in the Lord; in his ſpiritual Aſſent 


be bleſt with it, in order to that ſpiritual Aﬀent to Goſpel 


this is given, a Principle of ſupernatural Faith, wrought in 
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a new Faculty in the Soul; but a new Power of ſupernatural 
Faith, in that Faculty. And thus the Apoſtle Paul, «But 
God who commanded the Light to ſhine out of Darkneſs, 
hath Hined (i. e. by a new-creating Light) in our Hearts, to 
give the Light of the Knowledge of the Glory of God, in the 


natural Notion of it: yea, tho” it is extended ſo far, as that 
Jeſus is a Saviour, not only from the Darkneſs of Heatheniſm, 
but alſo from the Wrath to come, For notwithſtanding their 
Aﬀent to the Truth that Chriſt is the Saviour, that He dy'd MW 
for Sinners, to ſave them from Hell: they ſee nothing of his | 


and thus they preſume, in the great Work of Salvation, to ; 
make themſelves Co-partners with Him.—But a ſpiritual 


to the Truth, in the diſcerned Glory and Excellency of it; 
finds it very different, from that natural Aſſent to it, according 
to his natural Notion of it, which he had in his unregenerate 
State.— The Spirit's Illumination, is either common, or ſpecial 
and /aving. Common Illumination, is ſufficient for natural 
Aſſent, to the Truth of the Goſpel Propofition : and with this 
Faith only, the Man will fink into everlaſting Deſtruction. But 
ſpecial Hlumination, is abſolutely wanted, and the Soul muſt 


Truth, which is neceſſary to eternal Salvation. And when 


the Heart, and Aſſiſtance for a ſupernatural Act of Faith af. 
forded : Yet till, this believing with the Heart, by Meni, 
falls far ſhort, of believing with all the Heart: it being only 
an Act of the Underſtanding, And ſupernatural Faith, as a8 
Principle, has its Seat in all the Powers of the Soul and AR 
ſiſtance is given to a ſpiritual Man, to act ſupernatural Faith, 
in and by, every of his Soul's Faculties. 5 4 
Saving Faith in the Under/tanding, aſſents to the Fruth in 
its eternal Veracity and infinite Goodneſs : credits the Goſpe 
Report concerning Chriſt, in his glorious Perſon, as = 


5 3 5 
Man; in all his Offices, as Prophet, Prieſt, and 3 


Jroves of him, and adores him, in his all- tranſcendent Gl 


ot | 


1% 1 and Excellency ; and the Soul's Eye at firſt, is chiefly fi d 5 


wy In Chrift as a Prieſt, in the infinite All- -ſufficiency = his 


Sy great Sacrifice: as “ by his one Offering, He hath fully ſa- 


* % tisfy d for, and for ever made an End of Sin.” '—Saving Faith 
„ n the ill. chuſes Chriſt, for the. Soul's Saviour, and Hine 
5 lone: and comes unto Him, for the Whole of his Salvation. 


s on the contrary, our Lord fad 0 the unbelieving Jews, 
Ve will not come unto Mx, that ye might have Life.“ 
o of thoſe who ſhould believe on him, HE ſay 8, „All that 
* he Father giveth me, Hall come unto ME. That is, come 


„ &:://ingly - for the Father's Promiſe to him i IS, Thy People 
15 hall be w://ing ( IVillingneſſes, Volunteers, in their Coming 
» into Chriſt) in the Day of thy Power.” —Saving Faith in the 
e Lonſcience, reveres Chriſt, in his great attoning Sacrifice: 
* and thence derives all its Peace. For Believers “ Have their 
12} Cearts (their Conſciences) ſprinkled (with the Blood of Jeſus) 
ent From an evil (accuſing, condemning) Conſcience.” And 


Having Faith in the Afections, embraces Chriſt, and deſires Hi 
above all Things, for the Soul's ſatisfying R claſps about 
him, and rejoiceth i in him, as the SUM of the Soul's ſpiritual, and 

eternal Felicity. And in Love to Him, hates every Thing 
ra} That diſhonours and diſpleaſeth him; even every contrary, to 
bis is infinite Purity, Joy and Glory. For ſaving Faith, works 
ut! Love to its glorious Object, in every of the Soul's Fa- 
uſilkulties, fo far as it is in Exerciſe.— Saving Faith, is all that, 

o a regenerate Soul, that the Senſes, and Members are to a- 

atural Body. It is an Eye, to /ee IE SUS: an Ear, to hear 

is Voices a Taſte, to reliſh his ineffable Sweetneſs : a Smell, 

d delight in the Savour of his precious Name: and a F celing, 

p receive ſpiritual Impieſſions from HIM: an Hand, to receive 

riſt : a Foot, to come unte HIN, and unto Gop by him; 

d to walk in him, Thus ſaving Faith, has its Seat in, and 
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0 | acted by, all the Powers of the Soul: or thus we believe, 
ith With all the Heart, to the ſaving: of the Soul.” How. ſhort 
77 


4 en, muſt be that Deſcription of faving F aith, « That it is 
ly an Aﬀent to the Truth !” Goſpel Truth, has in it, not 
nly an eternal Veracity, but Goodneſs of Immenſity! To- 


(pe wards 


*. 


EE £4 3: „„ 
wards each of which, ſaving Faith acts, in all the Soul's 
Faculties. VV "© "oa 
And Mr. V, Sir, hath little Reaſon to ſay, That 
if Faith is any thing more than an Aſſent: it muſt be a Wo; 
Mort. For that Aſſent He ſpeaks of, is as much a Worb; 
as any other Act of Faith. It being the Soul's Work, by the | 
Ac of its Underſtanding.-—And indeed, all Acts of Faith, are 
no other, than the /Yorkings of the Heart, towards its glorious | 
Objects or the Wortings of the Soul, towards CHRIST, in all | 
its renewed Faculties, -And yet Faith, and Yorks, are dia- Int 
metrically oppo/zte, in the Point of Salvation. No Salvation, 
without a perfect Righteouſneſs : Faith works not at all, in 
the Point of juſtifying Righteouſneſs ; but only receives the 
Redeemer's Righteouſneſs. The Act of Faith, is not per- 
5 formed, to be the Matter of the Soul's Righteouſneſs; nor 
3 is it imputed to us of God, as -/uch but only that per #247 | 
Righteouſneſs, which Faith receives, is imputed to us, for 
juſtifying Righteouſneſs. And fo Faith, is not conſidered, as W r: 
a working Hand, but merely as a receiving Hand, in the ſ 
Point of Righteouſneſs, unto Juſtification : while in its Prin- Wntc 
ciple it is God's Gift, and likewiſe in the Aſſiſtance afforded Mal 
for the Act. — But thoſe who work to make themſelves 
2 . or perform what they call Good or, to be the 
b atter of their juſtifying Righteouſneſs before God: feek Nite. 
[ _ Juſtification and Salvation, in ſuch a Way, where they can M 


; never be had. 55 | 
F To fay, Sir, © That Faith is a Work of God, wherein ſs | 
the Soul is paſſive: ” can be no othetwiſe true, than as it re- Whe 
ſpects the given Principle of Faith, by the New- Creation 
Work of the Spirit, when He regenerates the Heart: in th; 
| which Work, the Soul is wholly paſſive.—But it is not the W: 
b Principle, but the Aa of Faith, in Submiſſion to, and Re- © 
| ception of, the Saviour's Righteouſneſs, for the Soul's juſti-Wl 
fying Dreſs ; in which alone it deſires to be found before a a 
Gop of infinite Holineſs : which is that juſtiſying Faith, the Wh 
$8 Scriptures ſpeak of. And in this, under Divine Influence, W 
| the Soul is ſo far from being paſſive; that it is entirely his 
Fo attive.—Norneed we fear to aſſert, 7 he Soul's Activity herein: arg 
$ leſt any ſhould ſay, That an Ae of Goſpel Faith, is a Lega] 


ark.” 


. 


f Virb. For that can never be proved, until thoſe who ſpeak 525 
nus, can make it appear, That the Soul performs an Act af 


Faith, that that 4, ſhould be the Matter of, its juſtifying 
ghteouſneſs: and that God imputes the Soul's AA of Faith, 


2 
Þ O 8 
Wor its Righteouſneſs. 


That the Soul is active, in receiving Chriſt's Righteouſ- 


ess, as the Father's free Gift, is evident, in that we are faid 
Mo << Receive Abundance of Grace, and of the Gift of 
Nigbteouſneſs.“ This we may further ſee, from, Abraham 


22-/::ved Gop: (There's the 4 of Faith) and it was counted 


Into Him for Righteouſneſs.” And what is the I, here, that 
as imputed unto Abraham, for Righteouſneſs? Not the 4 


Now it was not written for his Sake alone, that it was im- 
puted to Him: but for Us alſo, to whom it ſhall be im- 
puted, if we believe on HI that raiſed up Jeſus our Lord 
from the Dead : who was delivered for our Offences, and 
& raiſed again for our Juſtification.” The ſame It, that was 
Inputed unto Abraham for Righteouſneſs: ſhall be imputed 
Into Us, Now: it is not the A. of Abraham's Faith, that 


And what it is, that was imputed unto Him, and is im- 
ted unto Us, appears to be, the complete Obedience of Feſus 
riſt : in that HE is here ſaid to be, Delivered for our 
ffences: (i. e. Delivered unto Death, for our Sins) and 
n {Ws raiſed again for our Juſtification.” — The Death of Chriſt 
>- Where mention'd, as that which was the Completion of his 
n Meat Obedience. The ative Obedience of our Lord's Life, 
in that wbich makes us poſitively righteous ; to anſwer the 
ne Ww's Requirements. And his paſſive Obedience, or his 
e- edience unto Death, makes us negatively righteous : and 
ti-y anſwers all the Law's Penalties. We are juſtify'd by 
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he Mfectly righteous, in a. Law-Senſe; or according to its 


ly bis paſſive Obedience; by his Blood, from all the Law's 
ne arges, and Curſes; theſe haying been borne for us, by 
m | | Chriſt 


97 


Abraham's Faith but the Righteouſneſs of Chrift, which - 
is Faith apprehended. As is clear, from what follows, 


all be imputed unto Us : and therefore it was not the 44 : 
His Faith, that was imputed unto Him, for Righteouſneſs, 


a active Obedience, as ſuch that in Him, are poſitively, 


e, Wetelt Commands and Requirements. And we are juftify'd 


I 8 15 

Chriſt i in our Room; Jag thus we have a negative Richtecuff 

. nefs in Him: ſuch a Righteouſneſs, that every Way ſatisfieg 
Law and Juſtice. —And. by both theſe Parts, of our Lord'l 
one Obedience; we are made Spotleſs, and All-glorious, ink 
. perfect Righteouſneſs: before a Gop of infinite Holinels | 
[ Yea, more Zlrious, in perfect Righteouſneſs ; than was the 
firſt Adam, in his Nature-Innocence, and perfe& Obedience; 
by reaſon of the tranſcendent Glory, of the ſecond Adam! 
Perſon, as God-Man; and his great Obedience for us. II 
which the Glories of the Gopnr apr ſhine with luminous 
Rays: while his Name is, THE LORD on RIGHTEOVSY 
KEsS 1” — This, Sir, od: this alone, is the Matter of ou 
Juftification : and not our Act of Faith, either in Whole, of 
x in Part. This is what our Faith. receives, and re/?s upon 
; for eternal Life and Salvation. 7s is what God imputey 
znto us, for Righteouſneſs —And yet, this is not imputedy 


my — Df „ A 


. 1 


al 


20 th, our Act of Faith, That is, the ſecret Imputatior| [ 

1 thereof, to the whole Body of the Elect, for whom Chrilf 

4 obey' d, and dy'd; is not declared to, or concerning any on , 
þ Perſon, in the written Word, until he believes in Chriſt fol 

| Righteouſneſs, unto Juſtification of Life. But till then, thd . 

$ Elect, as well as others, are under the Law's declarativ, / 

f | ee of Curſe unto Death. — This is plain in the Text . 2 

; « To whom it hall be imputed, if wwe believe.” And you wil, N 

1 eaſily ſee, that believing, is an Ales of Faith, or the Soul's Af, : 

= by Faith upon which, Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, by the Father en, 

Grace, is imputed,—And the Reſurrection of Chriſt, is mein, 

tion'd in this Text, as that which was ta? of hi hs 

having fulfilled all Righteouſneſs ; and that the Father wal. , 

ſiadtisfy d, and well-pleaſed, with his great Obedience. Whend 5] 

Hx raiſed him from the Dead, and juſtify'd Him, as tl Ty 

Head of the Church ; and the whole Clinch in Him, mf A 


=o ſtically, as his Body: who are juſtify'd thro? Him, upon the ith 
| believing, perſonally, and declaratively. And the ReſuW.1; 
rection of Chriſt, is likewiſe here mention'd, as that whiq;<. 
is a ſolid Ground, for our Faith in God: in that it wi l. 
as The God of Peace, to all that did, and ſhould belieWeq 
I on Chriſt, HE bro't again from the Dead our Lord Jeſu © in 
A that great Shepherd of the Sheep, thro' the Blood of the eve It 
2 Au Covenant.“ | 
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| A gain, Sir, That an 44 of Faith, is requiſite, unto a 


cation; we may ſee in thoſe Texts, We who are 
Jeu, by Nature, and not Sinners of the Gentiles, knowing 
chat a Man is not juſtified by the. Works of the Law, but 


1 the Faith of Jeſus Chriſt, even we have believed in 
Feſus Chriſt; that we might be juſtified by the Faith of 


Chriſt, and not by the Works of the Law: for by the 
Works of the Law ſhall no Fleſh be juſtified.” — It is 
edleſs to enlarge on theſe; the very Words plainly rove 


What I intend. That an WL of Faith, or believing in Chrift, 
W requiſite, unto our Juſtification : and that it is performed | 

Ur this End. —If then, the Soul's Act of Faith, for it is the 
ul that acts Faith, muſt be called a Legal York : let us not 


2 perplex'd about it, nor frighted out of the Truth, by ſuch 
dere Bugbears : ſince we know it to be far from the true 
ate. of the Caſe; and that Faith, and Works, in the Point 


Juſtification : are as vaſtly different, as the oppoſite Points 


the Compaſs; which can never be bro't together, nor unite 


naß one. And this we may obſerve from the above Texts, 


hat Faith, and JYorks, are there ſet forthf as direct Oppo- 


" tes, While the Apoſtle fays, „That a Man is not juftify'd 
Vi tbe 1/27 ks of the Law; but by the Faith of Chriſt.” If then 


ey believed, that they miph t be juſtified: an Af of Faith on 

ri: is no Legal [/ork.,—And. indeed, tho' this is ſuggeſted 
the Men of Reaſon it is again/t all good Senſe and 
eaſon. If a Sinner is call'd to believe in Chriſt, for juſti- 

ing Righteouſneſs : it plainly intimates, that in h:mſelf,, he 
ath no Jultifying Righteouſneſs. An Act that goes wholly 

t of Self, and terminates in another Obfect can never center 
Se:f. Away then with this Notion, “ Top an Act of 
ofpel Faith, is a Legal Work.” 


1 And if natural Men will charge us Wich Making true 


aith a Zy/ery :* yea, ſneer at us, as My/terious: we may 
ell bear it, while “ Chrift believed on in the World; is de- 


1 red in the Sacred Word, to be a Part of the Myftery of 


line,. And ſuch a Myftery it is, to thoſe who are not 
"Weſt with ſaving Faith: that with their brighteſt. Reaſon they 


E 


an never ſearch it out. 
It is a falſe Suggeſtion, Sir, 6 That we ſet aſide the Word 
B of 


— 
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1 „ : 
of God, as the Ground of Faith.“ For we aſſert “ Th 
Mord, to be the Foundation of Faith.“ But what we deny 

is this, That the Word, of Iiſelt, read, or heard, is ſuffi 
cient, to produce ſaving Faith.” — There muſt be a ſuperF” 

natural Light, given by the Spirit, both to the Organ, an 
the Object, or to the Eye, of our Underſtanding, and to th 
Object, Chriſt, propos'd in the Word: before there can b 
any ſupernatural Act of Faith. And whoever fets aſide th 
Neceſſity of this; denies really, if he don't verbally, thi 
ſaving Work of the Holy Spirit in the Heart: and his inf 
ternal, ſaving Revelation of Chriſt, who is externally rej 

| vealed in the Word. —When the Holy Ghoſt, by a new 
creating Voice, ſays, Let there be Light:” in this, « 
that dark Heart: inſtantly, “ There zs Light.” And whe 
this Light is thus given, HE ſets before the Soul's new Eye 

its Miſery and Danger as a Sinner, in the Glaſs of the Law 
which accuſes, and condemns it, as a Tranſgreſſor. Th 
Holy Ghoſt likewiſe, convinces that Soul of the Inſufficienc 
of its own Righteouſneſs, that it muſt have a better Ri 
teouſneſs, or periſh: and HE alſo ſhews the Soul, that it 
own Strength, is mere Weakneſs, that it can do Nothing 
for its own Salvation. Upon which, that Soul, is remoy'd 


from Nature's Bottom, and falls down as one utterly deſtitute "A 
of Righteouſneſs and Strength, and in every Reſpect, "I 
_ Self- Help. Next, the Holy Ghoſt, preſents Chriſt, to te 
WG Soul's new Eye, in the Glaſs of the Goſpel, in the All-ſulF. * 
Ss ficiency of his Blood and Righteouſneſs; and in the Fulne 2 
3 of his. Salvation-Strength, as Mighty to ſave! And then H © 

allures, and ftrongly draws the Soul, by the ſweet Invit\h '© 

tions and Promiſes of Grace, to believe on Chriſt, f . 
1 Righteouſneſs and Life: and more or leſs, ſeals up its I x 
bl tereſt ; which fills the goul with ſpiritual Joy and Peace, ui. f 
1 to Love's Complacence.— And when the Soul is thus ma 
x! feel, ſick unto Death : Oh, how welcome, is Chriſt to t. 
| | Heart, as the only Life-giving Phyſician ! — But alas, 4 * 


natural Men, know not, feel not, their deadly Sickneſs: alf 8 
ſo have no ſenſible Need, of the only Phyſician Chriſt. T hq 
have indeed ſome Convictions of outward Acts of Sin, bf 


ſee not their Heart-Uncleanneſs ; nor the Inſufficiency 
„ 5 the 


SE £ 2x- 2 : op 
\eir own Strength and Righteouſneſs: and are therefore far 
om being prepar'd to receive a whole Chriſt, unto all the 
nds of the Father's Grace.-—They may, ſo far as they ſee 
emſelves Sinners, give a natural Aﬀent to the Goſpel Re- 
Wort, That Chriſt is the Saviour. But alas, it is but a par- 
ial View they have of their Malady: and but partial is their 
jew of Chriſt, as the Remedy. Indeed their Faith of Aſ- 
ent, is rather a Faith of the Head, than of the Heart. At 
noſt, they believe, but with a natural Faith; and with a 
art of the Heart, as their Aſſent, is the natural Under- 
. Wanding's ARt.— But vaſtly different, is a ſpiritual Man's 
flent, in his ſpiritual Underſtanding's Act: and he believes 
ith all the Heart. | Eo TE TO 
Mr. N: ſays, Sir, “ If your firſt Hope, Belief and 
Comfort, when under a Senſe of Guilt, do not ariſe from 
the Knowledge, View, or Belief of what Chriſt has done; 
but from ſomething you firſt feel: I think your Experience 
© a Deluſion, and your Hope unſeriptural. But he ſhould 
ave diſtinguiſh'd, between Faith, in its firſt, and direct Act; 
nd in its next, and 2 Act. In its direct Act, what 
-hriſt has done, is the Ground of Faith, of a Sinner's Hope, 
nd Belief, that He is the only Saviour: and ſo, of the 
doul's Looking unto HIM alone, for the Whole of his Sal- 
ation. And with this direct Act of Faith, Salvation, in 
he Word of God, is connected. But then, as none but 
oſe who believe, ſhall be /aved; the Soul muſt ſee, in 
Ihe Spirit's Light, that it 4% look to Chriſt for Salva- 
ion; and mult put forth a reflex Act of Faith, on the 
romiſe given to every one that looks to Chriſt for Life: 
efore it can have the comfortable Evidence, of its own 
nereſt in Salvation. And in order to this Conſolation, 
Ihe Spirit applies, more or Jeſs, the Promiſe to the Heart, 
nd perſuades and enables the Soul, to et to its Seal that 
pod is true, in the Promiſe given. — And in this latter 
We-nſc, tho? the Soul's Comfort ariſes, by way of Evidence, 
om what it feels in Itſelf; it is no Deluſion: becauſe 
Punded upon Divine external Revelation; and the Hol 
Ppirit's internal Application. — I ſuppoſe, Sir, that when 
ou faid, © You could have no Comfort, or Peace, from 
E- | | B 2 | - "WW: 


= 
an Aﬀent to what Chriſt has done:” You intended, thai 
Comfort, which ariſes by way of Evidence, as to your ow 


to Chriſt for Life; and feel his Love ſhed abroad in you 
Heart. — What Chriſt has done as the great Saviour 
when reveal'd by the Holy Ghoſt in the Heart, is th 
ſolid Ground of the Soul's Perſuaſion, that there is Salf 
vation in HIM for Sinners. And by this, the Holy Ghoff 
excites, and enables the Heart, to J to Chri/t alone, fol 
that Soul's own Salvation. But notwithſtanding this fir 


Conſolation, or Gleam of Hope, from what Chriſt haf 


done; yea, and from the Soul's firſt Act of Faith in look 
ing unto Him for Salvation: the Soul will want the Comf 
fort of its own Intereſi in Salvation; until the Holy Ghoſf 
in his Light, gives the Soul to ſee the Truth of that ith 


Act of Faith: and applies the Promiſe to the Heart, td 


caſt out Fear, and give a prevailing, or full Degree df 
Perſuaſion. Pardon me, Sir, that I have been much longer 
in what I have written, concerning ſaving Faith, than whal 
J firſt intended: May the Lord graciouſly bleſs it !—I amf 
with great Reſpect, Dear Sir, | | 

Your humble Servant in the Lord, &c. 


Intereſt ; if you did not Ane in yourſelf, that you look 
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A Letter on Reconciliatiun. 


1 
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Dear Sir, 88 | 

HAT Mr. H/—y's Preacher afferts, * That God 
= \ is not reconciled to us in Chriſt : but only recon- 
ileable, and that we muſt reconcile him, by our Faith 


FE 


nd Repentance :” is contrary to the Scriptures. And 


m es 
off&Þis is aſſerted by none but thoſe, who deny the Suffi- 
. ciency of our Lord's great attoning Sacrifice. —In one of 


he Texts you quote, it is not ſaid that Gop was recon- 
iled to us: but that V were reconciled to God by 
be Death of his Son.” And in the other, God was 
Vn Chriſt, reconciling the World unto Himſelf.” —But where 
Daniel ſpeaks of the Work of the Meſſiab, he mentions this, 
as one Part of it, „To make Neconciliation for Iniquity.” 
Which, I humbly think, intends chiefly, That Reconcilia- 
tion which was made for our Sins, by our Lord's great Sa- 
crifice, among the Divine Perfections. That as by his Death 
for us, HE gave an infinite Satisfaction to Divine Juſtice: 
Po, by virtue of this, all Gop's Perfections harmonize, 
Mercy and Truth meet together: Righteouſneſs and Peace 
kiſs each other.” — Gop was always to his Choſen, the 
Gd of Peace in Chriſt, As on his Suretyſhip-Engage- 
ments in the everlaſting Covenant, the Father took the 
Purety's Word: HE was to his Elect, the God of Love, 
And hence it is, that We are ſaid, by the Death of 
Thriſt, to be reconciled unto Gop.“ But notwithſtanding 
*Khoſe ſecret, eternal Covenant-Tranſactions, when we ſinned, 
In the firſt Adam, and became Enemies to God, and in our 
pwn Ferions, „Enemies in our Minds by wicked Works:“ 
3 od, as the Judge of his own Law, which we had broken 
thunder'd out againſt us Curſe, Wrath and Death; our De- 
Wiert being everlaſting Deſtruction. But when the fecond 
= | | | | | Adam, 


dation, for our actual Reconciliation by Faith. —And there- 


"reconciling the World unto Himſelf, not imputing theirſ 
_ Treſpaſſes unto them: 


ciled unto. God,” — And yet this Exhortation, doth not inf 


we are actually reconciled by Faith in Chriſt's Death, 


. 1 14 ] 
Adam, by his Death, in our Room, gave Divine Juſtice 

an infinite don: HE thereby for us made Recon 
ciliation, and opened a Way for our eternal Salvation.ä— 


This is fitly ſtiled, Original Reconciliation: and in this, 


we had no Hand. And this original Reconciliation, by, 
the infinite Merit of Chriſt's Death: laid a folid Foun- 


fore, when the Apoſtle declares, *+ God was in Chriſt, 
as this reconciling Word, was ap- 
pointed of God, to be the Means of begetting Faith in us; 
the Apoſtle, for bimſelf, and the Reſt, as Ambaſladorsfi 
of Chriſt, makes this Uſe, of the Daerine he had laidff h 
down, We pray you, in Chriſt's Stead, be ye recon· 


the leaſt ſuppoſe, that there is an inherent Power in u, | 
to reconcile ourſelves, But it is given, as that which is} 


our Duty, to be of the ſame Mind with God: in approv- 4 
ing of, and conſequently, reſting our Souls upon, that 
original. Reconciliation, which is declar'd in his Word, Die 


to be made alone by Chriſt's Blood. And in the virtue 
of the Saviour's Blood, by the Exhortation, God works} 
actual Reconciliation, in the Hearts of his Choſen. For! 
it is HE, that reconciles us, when Enemies.— And until 


thro? the Virtue and Influence thereof: we are under a 
declarative Sentence of Wrath from God. — Original Re- a 


conciliation, by Chriſt's Death, was made at once, for 5 


the whole Body of God's Elect, for whom JEs os ſuffered.— 
Attual Reconciliation, of particular Perſons, is made at Ape 
various Seaſons, by the Spirit of Chriſt, when Hz works ez 
Faith in our Hearts, and enables us to believe in the n 
Reconciliation made by Chriſt's Death: and ſo, to be off; 
one Mind with God, as to the Way of Salvation, by 
Chriſt's Blood. And then, „The Soul looks upon HIM 
whom it has pierced by its Sins, and mourns.” And hr 
unto eyery Believer, (30D, in his Goſpel! Word, is de- 
clared to be, „ The God of Peace for ever. Yet are ec; 
not our Faith and Repentance, the Atatter of our Re- 4 
| con- 


(19 Fd 
nciliation to God; but the Saviour's Blood: and theſe. 
Je /rnits, ſpringing from that Root. They are no Part 
the Satisfaction given for our Offences : but are wrought 
us by the Holy Ghoſt, when HE applies Salvation to 
ur Hearts, and enables us to exercife theſe Graces,— 
--þ Jpon which, when the Soul ceaſes to ſtand at the Law's 
Bir, to uſe any legal Pleas; and entirely appeals unto 
8B od upon the Throne of Grace, in His Chrift : The 

Father declares his Hell-pleaſedneſs with us, who flee unte 
5B: 5Us.—Chriſt our great High Prieſt, completed the Work 
BW Reconciliation for our Sins, by his one Sacrifice: 

hen H offered up bimſelf unto God, ſaid, It is finiſped: 
1nd gave up the Gho/t, — Upon his Reſurrection, having 
Wecciv'd of the Father a full Diſcharge for the whole 
Fhurch: HE as our great High Prieit, entered into the 
olicſt of all, into the higheſt Heaven, with the Blood 
If his great Sacrifice. To ſprinkle it before the Throne 
If God, to reconcile that holy Place for us: that we 
night ſtand there for ever with the higheſt Acceptance, 

Jenovan's immediate Preſence, before a Gop of in- 
nite Holineſs. — There HE ever fits a Prie/ſ# upon bis 
hrone, to plead his attoning Blood, by his Advocacy 
nd Interceſſion for us; unto all Salvation-Grace. —And 
ESUS it is, in the Virtue and Influence of his own 
Wood, that reconciles us thro' his Spirit and Word, by 
Wiith.—lIt is HE our great High Prieſt, that ſprinkles his 
Wlood upon our Conſciences: the Voice of which there 
, Peace, Peace !/— And when the Father ſees the Blood 
pon us, Juſtice, in the Law's Sentence, paſſes over us; 
2a, being appeaſed by Chriſt, takes in us Complacence.— 
nd by the reconciling Blood of Chrilt, ſhall we be 
ro't at laſt, to be with HIM in Glory for ever, where HE 
and ſtand before our Father's Face, with the higheſt 
Wcceptance : to the endleſs Praiſe of his glorious Grace, 
ro our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ! | 
X Who then, Sir, may dare to ſay, „ That God is not 
©Fconciled to us in Chriſt: but is only reconcileable, and 

Wat we muſt reconcile him, by our Faith and Repen- 

| tance ? '? 
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tance? For moſſ certainly, it is HE, that every Way 
reconciles Us unto Himſelf by Chriſt. And unto Him bd 
the ſole Praiſe, of his reconciling Grace !— Then, Thank 
be to Gop, for the Paſſover-Lamb, facrific'd for us and 
for HIMSELFT in Him, as the God of Peace — That, 
„The Peace of Gop, which paſſeth all Underſtanding 
may keep your Heart and Mind thro' Chriſt DW "2 
the ardent Wiſh of, Dear Sir, 


Your affettionate humble Servant, &c. 
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Dear Sir, a S116 9-4 2 FRY FOG”, 135 


HE Contents 4 your laſt, were to me,. 1 
and awful. The. Account. you Flag me of that 
Perſon you wrote to me gf, been for 
any Years a Champion for the Truth; but! is joe. gone off. 
d advanceth ſuch great Errors in Oppoſitio to it: * 
Gly think, muſt be very diſtreſſing to your Mind, while you 
e kept. 1 to me a moſt ſorroyyful Account, 2 ex 
Fedingly awful indeęd, But, „ Nevertheleſs, the 35 
on of God ſtandeth ſure, having this Seal, The Lord of 
W pproveth, loveth, and will keep) them that are His.” But, 
others, the Apoſtle Jahn ſaith, They. went hp kay us, 
ecauſe they were not of us; . if they had been of us, they 
ould no Doubt have continued with us. — If that Perſon, 
ir, never was bleſt with ſaving Grace; yet he had a common 
lumination of the Holy Ghoſt, which enabled him to know. 
d preach the Truth. oy tho be might not receive it in 
e Love of it, fo that the Truth might dwell in his Heart, 
Et if he denies it againſt the Light of his Conſcience ; and 
Ppoſes it from ſiniſter Ends, and for Self-Advantage : think 
u not, that he is guilty of the unpardonable Blaſphemy 
Fainſt the Holy Ghoſt? Moſt awful it is to hear you tell, 
WM | bat he 8 His W Preaching was performed in the 
Pirit of the Devil.” But, as what he formerly preached, 
as the Truth of God's Word ; it muſt be performed under 
e Holy Ghoſt's common Illumination: and for him now to 
Wl . Spirit, by which he then preached, the Spirit of the 
evil; what can this be leſs, than the unpardonable Sin 
= inſt the Holy Ghoſt? —Again, as he ſays, of all other 
Winiſters, except thoſe of that corrupt Sect to which he is 
ow joined, «1 hat yy 4 are Antichrifts, and under a Spirit of . 
A Deluſion; 
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Deluf on; and that there are no true Churches in Linden, 1 nor hr 

in this Kingdom, except that which is of his Way of Think * 
ing: Don't it appear from hence, that he is a loft Child, 

4 In of Perdition? And as I am informed, „That he has 1 ˖ 

made a public Recantation of his former F aith: He nowWis 

| openly, hath ſet up himſelf, as an Adverſary, to God's Truth, Ws 

and People in the Earth. . And what can be expected from far 

this Behaviour, but that The Stone which the Lord hath Hol 

made the Head of the Corner, ſhould fall on him, and grindiſind 


him to Powder; * as one of His, and his Church's Enemies !Wc: 
—As to his faying, «© That he never fill now knew the 
Lord aright: He may be very certain, that he doth not not, 


know him aright; becauſe what he now aſſerts, is directly Wo 
contrary to the Truth of his Word.—I wou'd give ſome fr 
Glances at the Tenets he now advances. And he ſays, of. 
this erroneous Sect, of which he is, 1 | 
_ " Ferft. © That this is the Church of Philadelphia.” —&:: 
But the Character which our Lord gives of that Church, is, WM f 
<© Thou haſt a little Strength, and haſt kept my Word, ande 
haſt not denied my Name.” Whereas this Se, have noſſon 
Strength to #zep, but reject the Word of the Lord, and deny al 
Chriſt's Name, as an Head of Influence to the Church, to rn 
communicate to Her, of his Grace-Fulnefs. So that they Hol 
cannot be Philadelphians : and may it not juſtly be tho't, thats 
they will at laſt be found, to be of the S Hap ague of Satan *— ol 
Again, Sir, that Perſon aſſerts, be 
"Secondly, © « That no one who is called by Grace, ought, | Js 
according to the Scriptures, to be ſtiled Gracious - they having. 
no Grace i in them, more than the carnal World; but all their nh 


Grace is in Chriſt. *— This is directly contrary to God's er 
Word, A gracious Woman, retaineth Honour.” No Man, 
nor W oman, can juſtly be filed Gracious, but thoſe that have 


a Principle of Grace, wrought in their Hearts dy the Holy ar 
| Ghoſt, and thence, under his Influence, are enabled unto ©. 
gracious Acts: and all that are bleſt with this Principle . off Pen 
Grace, which manifeſts itſelf by gracious Acts, we are by if Fliſl 
this Text, warranted to call Gracious. And tho' it is true, ay 
3 


and our exceeding great Privilege, * That it hath pleaſed} 


the F ather, that in Chriſt, an unroenſe Fulneſs of Grace, 
| | mould 


— 


S330 
ould dwell for the Church: yet that Fulneſs in Hu, was 
pr Communication. Hence the Evangeliſt 7obn, when he 
ys, And the Word was made Fleſh, and dwelt among us, 
ad we beheld his Glory, the Glory as of the only-begotten 
If the Father, full of Grace and Truth, —adds, „And of 
is Fulneſs, have all we received, and Grace for Grace. 
\s in Generation, a Child receives Limb for Limb, of its 
arent, and bears his Image: So in Regeneration by the 
Holy Ghoſt, the Soul receives Grace for Grace, from Chriſt, 
nd bears his Image; there being no Grace, that is in the 
ZE cart of Chriſt, but what is produced in the Heart of the 
WM cocnerate, by the New-Creation Work of the Holy Ghoſt. 

Child in Nature, has Limb for Limb with its Father; 

o' thoſe Limbs are but ſmall, and far from their full 
rowth, to their deſigned perfect Stature. And thus it 
b, with a newborn Babe in Grace: he hath every Grace 
1 his Heart, that is in the Heart of Chriſt; tho' they are 
ut ſmall, and are to grow up to a Perfection of Stature, 
1 ful] Conformity to his holy Image. And for this, there 
re continual Supplies of Grace, miniſter'd to that. Soul, 
rom his communicative Head Chriſt. This was God's eter- 
al Deſign in Predeſtination, “ That we ſhould be con- 
rmed to the Image of his Son.“ - And no Grace, no 
olineſs, wrought in us here; there will be no Glory for 

s hereafter, Without Grace in the Heart, or Heart- 
lolineſs, we can haye no inherit Meetneſs, for the glorious 
beritance of the Saints in Light: we cannot /ee,. 1. e. en- 
y, that Kingdom of God. For, „Without Holineſs, no 
an ſhall ſee the Lord.” There is no Meetneſs, in an 
nholy Soul, for delightful Converſe, with an infinitely Holy 
Pop. All Enjoyment ariſes, from that Agreeableneſs which 
ere is, between the Object enjoyed, and the Subject en- 
Ping. And as there is no ſimilar Nature, in an unholy 
an, to an Holy Gop: he is as unfit to ſee, and glority 
oy as ſuch, as a blind Man is, to delight in, or com- 
end Colours; as a Man that has loſt his Taſte is, to 
lich Delicates; as a deaf Man is, to delight in. muſical 
Pounds; as a dumb Man is, to exult in articulate Praiſe ; 
Wea, 111 add, as a dead Man is to do any of the ActBng 
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of Life ruhe This & & Grace, t zen, muſt be wrought i in 


5 G05, Ather in Grace, or Eloy: but it muſt remain among 

the ſpiritually Dead, and be excluded from the Living Goof 50 
do a miſerable Eternity |- “ But unto evety ane of us, ie 
given Grace, according to the Meaſure of the Gift of Chriſt. "Wi: 
To this End, „ The Spirit of Grace, and of Supplications Wil 

is poured down upon us: to work Faith in our Heartsfi 
and every Grace; and to enable us to look by Faith untdiGc 
50 and to ave unto Him by Love, in N holy Obe 
jence. '* The Spirit of the Lord reſted upon Chrift WW": 
« as the Spirit of Wiſdom and Underſtanding, the Spirif 
6 of Counſel and Might, the Spirit of Knowledge, ande 
« of the Fear of the Lord: and made him of quick (off 
ling) Underſtanding in the Fear (or Faith, Love, and / 
& every Grace, in perfect Obedience to, or) of the LoRD. | 
And thus the Spirit of Chriſt, reſts upon all that are His 
in their Meaſure, - from his immeaſurable Fulneſs: and! 
makes them of guick, (living, Sonl-transforming) Under ! 
55 
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ſanding in the Fear of the Lord; as the God of infinite 
Grace and Holineſs. — And thus we are exhorted in the 
Uſe of all the Means of Grace, to „ Cleanſe ourfelveg'a 
from all Filthineſs of Fleſh and Spirit, perfecting Holineſ n 
in the Fear of the Lord.“ Now this Holineſs, muſt rey 
ſpect, bur inhereni Holineſs: inaſmuch as it is our FleſhMi: 
and Spirit, that are to be cleanſed from remaining Filthiy 
neſs; for the Holineſs of Chrift, is abſolutely perfect, an ! 
cannot be perfected by us. To ſay, then, „ That ther rot 
is no Grace, or Holineſs, in true Believers: is to gain fre 
ſay the Scriptures: To caſt the Church, and the carnal : 
World, upon 2 Level; and deny the Separation which thao: 
Lord has made, and we ought to make, between the Pref ve 
cCious, and the Vile: To tern upſide down3 the great En a 
of God in Predeſtination: And to precipitate the Aﬀerter * 
thereof, into everlaſting Deſtruction. For moft certainly 
if they pleaſe themſelves with a Tho't, of being ſaved by 
the Holineſs of Chriſt, and have no Holineſs in then, from? | 
Him : their Life, thiir Soul, will be found at laſt among " 


the _ and- they have no Entrance into the Hol 
City 


- - — — j— —— 
ä——U— V—— — — — — 


OTE 


4 : jp ; : ; | mY 


iy, the New Jeruſalem.— In ſhort, Sir, that Perſon, by 
ibis Aſlertion, doth what in him lies, to-deſtroy the Power 
nu practical Godlineſs, or a Heart, and Life-Conformity te 
vl od, and to hiſs it out of the Earth, But this, neither 
e, nor the Powers of Darkneſs, with all the Tools they 
. e, ſhall ever be able to accompliſh. = Again, Sir, he 
nsWierts, __ * „ | UTI 56 
ts 7irdly, „That no one who is a Child of God, can 
uche perſuaded of their Intereſt in his Love.” —But how con- 
Wary is this, to what the Apoſtle John aſſerts, of himſelf, 
nd the Saints to whom he wrote, We have 4nown and 
ceved the Love which God hath to us?” And to what 
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ove Apoſtle Paul aſſerts, of himfelf and the Saints, * And 
of Hope maketh not aſhamed, | becauſe the Love of God is 
nd. /hed abroad in our Hearts, by the Holy Ghoſt which he 


W- hath given us? For I am perſuaded, that neither Death, 

nor Life, nor Angels, nor Principalities, nor Powers, 

nor Things preſent, nor Things to come, nor Height, 

nor Depth, nor any other Creature, ſhall be able to ſe- 

«© parate us, from the Love of God, whictr is in Chriſt 

« ſeſus our Lord? ”— If that Perſon, Sir, had been truly 

rracious, and had ever been perſuaded of his own Intereſt 

God's diſtinguiſhing Love; ſurely his Experience muſt 

ey in his Face, and bear Witneſs to his Conſcience, That 

ſMhis Aſſertion is falſe. However, the Word of God pains 
ys it: and that's enough to prove the Fallity of it. Not 
ſay, There are Thouſands of Saints now on Earth, that 

rom bleſt Experience can witneſs to this Truth, That they 

nWre perſuaded of their on Intereſt in God's Love. And 

af God fays in his Word, „I have loved you, faith the 

W-0kp: (the immutable Gop) I have loved thee with an . 
verlaſting Love: and ſpeaks this by his Spirit to the Heart; 

hat ſhould hinder their n of it? Jam ſure, 

Wothing can do it, but their Unbe/zef. The very Dedata- 

Jon, from a God that cannot lie; calls for their Perſuaſton 

iſttantly. And the Spirit's Application, excludes Helita- 

on, in the Moments of his Sealing: at leaſt, fills the © 

oeakeſt Believers, with ſome comfortable - Degree of Per- 
F RV 7 8 . 
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ſuaſion, of their Intereſt in God's. Love, which is the Sourg 


What in him lies, to hinder their Salvation.— Again, Sir, 
that Perſon aſſerts, 9 


contrary is this, to what our Lord aſſerts, I give unto 


i 


Spirit, and a Perſuaſion thereof wrought in their Hearts, more 
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and Spring of the Whole of their Salvation. And not ' 
Believer there is under Heaven, but wou'd be glad of ! 
full Perſuafion, of their Intereſt in the Love of God, which in 
alone brings Salvation. — But how doth that Perſon, He o 
the doubting Saints, by telling them, „ That they canne we 
be perſuaded,?” That is, that they have no Ground follfilya 
Perſuaſion of their Intereſt in God's Love, from his written TI 
Word? Inſtead of helping their Faith; doth he not rathe all 
ſtrengthen their Unbelief? And Satan-like, rob them of their c 
Strength, to maintain the Combat againſt Unbelief, buy :/ 
fighting the good Fight of Faith ?—But why doth he thugM.::; 
militate againſt the Saints Perſuaſion of their Intereſt i. 
God's Love? Ob, here lies the Snake in the Graſs ; H 
wou'd ſuggeſt, that the Love of God is ſuſpended, till theien 
finiſht Obedience; and they muſt be obedient to the End, or 2 
can have no Intereſt therein. But God's Love is free, a ſo- al 
vereign Act of Grace, immutably fix'd upon the Perſons of by 
his Choſen in Chriſt, which waited not ſor their Obedience Mocu 
but gloriouſly ſecured it, to his Praiſe, and their Bliſs. AndWracc 


his Love, He will have declared to them by his Word and 


or leſs: to change them into his' Love-Image, and excite 
them, in Love to Him, unto Goſpel-Obedience, Whereas 
that Perſon,” militates againſt their Perſuaſion : to caft them 
upon working for Life, on the Legal Plan; and ſo doth 


, Paurthly, << That it is Blaſphemy to affirm, That the 
Saints Hall never finally fall away: for they may, if God i. 
withdraws from them his preſerving Mercy.” — But how 


dc them eternal Life, and they ſhall never periſh : neither 
«© ſhall any pluck them out of my Hand? My Father 
«. which gave them ME, is greater than all, (than all their 
« Enemies, Men, Sin, and Devils) and none is able to 


« pluck them out of my Father's Hand? I and my Fa-MWar, 
ce ther are One? That is, I, as the eternal Son of God, n:“ 
; | | tho g= Ti 


* — 


2 


= 5 * in. 44.82 r GY OT ROOTS RE GS 2 14 x 18 
Wo now perſonally united to the human Nature; am Rilt ta, 
Divine Perſon, a Joint-Poſſeſſor of the, Divine Natures 
tn God in the Perſon of my eternal Father: tho” we are 
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Vo, in Perſon, we are One in Eſſence, One in Will, One in 
W wer, and jointly engaged for their Preſervation, unto eternal 
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ation? — And how contrary is that Perſon's Aſſertion, 


That it is Blaſphemy to ſay, that the Saints all never 


ally fall from Grace to Gop's Declaration, e n 


e Cbilaren of the ſecond! Adam, © As is the Heavenly, ſuch * 


. they alſo that are Heavenly?“ The fir/# Adam, and the | 


7%, were the two Heads, of all Mankind: and their re- 
WE tive Seeds, were to live, or die, as they obeyd, or diſ- 
. The Vr Adam diſobey' d, and all his Seed in Him 
ence Death entered, upon him, and them; for they were 
ſhare the ſame Fate with him. But the /ecand Adam obey d, 


by his complete Obedience, HE 4ived, as their Head, and 


all his Seed, and were obedient, even unto Death : and. 


2 


— 


ocured their Life; fo they are to live with HIM, a Life of 


race, in Obedience, even unto their Death : and then 
live with Him, an eternal Life in Glory. Impoſlible then 
is, that the ſecond Adam's Seed, ſhould ever fall from Grace: 
heir Life, being bound up with His. And is it not Bla- 
emy, to ſay the contrary? Moſt ſurely, it is blaſpheming 
e Truth of Gop's Sacred Word; and the Privilege of the 
ildren of the ſecond Adam: who by Virtue of their inſe- 
rable Union unto HIM, are to live a Life of Grace with 
m, unto the End; and a Life of Glory with him, to an 
lefs Duration ! For, *“ As is the Heavenly, ſuch are they 
, that are Heavenly.“ And HE hath ſaid, Becauſe 1 
2; ye ſhall live alſo.” — And how vain is that Suppoſition, 


That the Saints may finally fall away; if God ſhould 


thdraw from them his preſerving Mercy?“ Since Hs has 
Woaged, 4+ That HE will not turn away from doing them 
od: and that HE will put his Fear in their Hearts, and 


xarrifon) by the Power of Gop, thro' Faith unto Salva- 
n:“ as well as their eternal Inheritance, is reſerved for 
in Heaven, -But whence is this Suggeſtion, that the 

| e 5 | - Saints 


y hall not depart from HIM?“ 0 They are fept (as in 


1 
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Saints pay wy fall from Grace? Is it not to keep thei 
Spirits in egal Bondage? Away with it then! It is trumpt 
up by the infernal Powers of Darkneſs: and is fit to be re 
ceived by none of the free Children of Promiſe; who an 
Heirs of Gop, and Joint-Heirs with Chriſt— Further, Si] 
that Perſon afſerts, _ | 
. Fifthly, That Balaam had Grace, as well as Gifts 
and yet after all was left to periſh.” - Of Balaam's Grace 
nor yet of his Gifts, as a true Prophet, the Scriptures giv: 
no Intimation : but ſay of him, He was a Sorcerer: (i, e 
one who by Inchantments dealt with the Devil) that he love. 
the Wages of Unrighteouſneſs, and would fain have curſed 
Ifrael.” And tho' the Lord in an extraordinary Way, b. 
the Spirit of Prophecy, compelled his Mouth to pronouncg 
a Blefling en them : this was no Evidence, that Balaan 
had Grace in his Heart, or that he wiſhed well to themWot 
But the eontrary is manifeſt, by that pernicious Count 
Which he gave to Balak, © ta caſt a Stumbling-Block be 
fore the Children of J/rael, to commit Fornication, an ST 
to cat Things ſacrificed to Idols.” — But what a Contra": 
dition is this, to ſay of the Saints, „They have no inf 
herent Grace, and of wicked Balaam, He had Grace? Han 
But any Thing, tho' ever ſo great a Contradiction, ſha ir 
be utter'd to ſerve a Turn, by Men of corrupt Minds, 
Once more, Sir, that Perſon aſſerts, - : 
Sixthly, „ That when any one of a Family believe 
the Truth; Salvation is come to that Houſe : and that al” 
his Houſhold ſhall be faved.” —But is it not ſtrange, thi": 
he ſhould ſay bf the Saints, They may finally fall fron": 
Grace: and fo periſh at laſt: and then preſently afferW"4 
of a Graceleſs Houſhold, They /hall all be taved?” WH Ve 
taught him theſe Contraries? Was it not the. Father Mt 
Lies? The Saints are forever ſecured from final ApoſtacyW-": 
by the immutable Word of the all-faithful, and all-graciouh 
Cob And of all Graceleſs Perſons, that live and die ſuc d 


He that is Truth Itſelf, in his immutable Word hath faid dbſc 
« He that believeth not, hall be damned,” Faith, wil Ha, 


every other inherent Grace, is given to every one that helf, 


ſaved: and until theſe are given, no Man can, juſtly ſay 
ſof any one, He ſhall be ſaved; for the Word of God con 
tradicts it, and ſays, „He that believeth not; ha b. 
damned.” — And the Faith, to which Salvation is annexed, 
is not a bare natural Aſſent of the Underſtanding to Goſ- 
pel Truth: but that Faith, which operates in all the Powers 
of the Soul, by Love to Chriſt, its glorious Object. And 
even by this Faith, no one Hall be ſaved, but the Perſon 
Poſſe ling it. No Man can be ſaved, by another's Faith: 
and to ſay of thoſe who have it not, They ſhall be ſaved: 
is not only talking without Book; but directly contrary to 
he Word of God. Mr. S——7's Opinion, „That a na- 
tural Aﬀent to the Truth, is Goſpel-Faith :? hath no 
Foundation, in the Goſpel Revelation. This' Faith, is no 
other than what the Devils have. „ They believe, and 
tremble.” They believe the Truth of the Goſpel” Propo- 
oF fition, „That Chriſt Jeſus came into the World to fave 
-WSinners: “ and tremble at its direful Effects, which it will 
have upon. them, for their Oppoſition. They believe its 
Truth; but not its Excellence, to excite their Eſteem, 
and ſubmiſſive Carriage: and the Truth of it, doth but 


hey ſhall bring upon themſelves God's righteous Ven- 
cance, They believe, by ent to the Truth but im- 
A offible it is, that they ſhould one — And thoſe of the 
umn Kind, that aſſert a bare Aſſent to the Truth, is 
Phat Faith which the Goſpel requires: and militate againſt 
hat Faith, which works by Love to it, in its Excellence, 
and makes it the Matter of the Soul's Choicez are the 
bg evils /n/iruments and muſt, if they repent not, and are 
Wot bleſt with ſaving Faith, as Chriſt's, and the Church's _ 
-nemies, be ſent away from Him, as the Saviour, and 
dy Him, as the righteous Judge, accurſed, with the Devil 
od his Angels, into ever/a/ting Puniſhment /—1T may juſt 
pdlcrve, Sir, That Sandimanian Opinions, ſuit the natural 
Han : as they feed his legal Pride, that he can ſave him- 
elf, by his natural Aſſent to the Truth; and his corrupt Ap- 

Petites, as he is taught to look for no Holineſs in himſelf. 
| B Upon 


irritate their Malice, to oppoſe it, tho' they know thereby, 


2 | x „ 

Upon the Whole, Sir, I think the Caſe of that Peron 
you wrote of, is very awful. How much better would it 
have been for him, not to have known the Truth: than after 
be knew it, and preach'd it, to deny, and oppoſe it! But we 
muſt leave him to Gop's Judgment: who as the Fudge 9 
+ all the Earth, will do 7ight.——That you may be #ept from 
Falling, in this ſhaking Time; and preſerved ſafe by th 


Lord, to his heavenly Kingdom: is the hearty Deſire of, 
Dear Sir 7 


Wur fi neere Friend and Servant, be 
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ERRATUM i in the Letter on Saving Faith... 
PAGE 6, Ling 9, for x Objedt read Ohe. 
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